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Who Should Judge the Fitness of 
Our College Teachers? 


Announcer: 

Tonight, Town Meeting is in 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, under the 
auspices of the Diagnothian Liter- 
ary Society. The Society was 
founded at Mercersburg, Pennsyl- 
vania, on June 8, 1835. There it 
formed a vital part of the life 
of Marshall College, and when the 
latter institution moved to Lan- 
caster, Pennsylvania, in 1853, to 
merge with Franklin College, the 
Society also moved to Lancaster. 
It immediately began to raise 
funds for the construction of its 
present hall which stands today as 
one of the three original buildings 
on the Franklin and Marshall Col- 
lege campus. 

Diagnothian’s goal is the stimula- 
tion of interest in literary en- 
deavor, debating, public speaking, 
and the development of skill in 
parliamentary procedure. Its pur- 
‘pose, to aid in the process of 
liberal education, hoping to fulfill 
its motto, ‘Virtue crowns those 
‘who honor her.” And now to 
preside as moderator for tonight’s 
discussion, here is ABC's well- 
known Washington news reporter, 
‘Gunnar Back. 


(Moderator Back: 

Tonight from Lancaster, Penn- 
sylvania, Town Meeting is happy 
ito send across the land the 
discussion of a subject I know 
that most of you have been think- 
ing about. If you haven’t, we hope 
vou will after you have heard us 
comight, for this is a responsibility 
v@& must not try to escape. Our 
Lubject: “Who Should Judge the 
Pigness of Our College Teachers?” 
ere in Lancaster, at old and vener- 
thie Franklin and Marshall Col- 
| ices of one 
a a under the auspices 


of the oldest continuously existing 
literary societies in our country, 
the Diagnothian Society, we have 
a good setting for this subject. It 
needs very little introduction, 
really. 

People perhaps hadn’t given it 
much thought until two Congres- 
sional committees decided they had 
a responsibility in this question. 
Recently we have begun to read 
the names of Congressman Velde 
of Ulinois in the news and that 
of Senator Jenner of Indiana and 
we now know that here is an 
issue for all of us.* Tonight, two 
other members of Congress are 
here to tell us their thinking on 
this question of who should judge 
the fitness of our college teach- 
ers to pursue their inquiry into 
the truth that has made America 
so strong and so nobly free. 

Congressman Eugene J. Mc- 
Carthy of Minnesota, a Democrat, 
is a former college teacher him- 
self. So is Congressman Carroll 
D. Kearns, Republican of Pennsyl- 
vania. Representative McCarthy 
is a graduate of St. John’s Univer- 
sity of Minnesota, where he later 
taught, and of the University of 
Minnesota. He has been in Con- 
gress since 1948. 

Carroll D. Kearns has served 
in Congress slightly longer than 
that. He attended Westminster 
College here in Pennsylvania. He 
received his master’s degree at the 
University of Pittsburgh and a 
doctorate in music from the Uni- 
versity of Chicago. He has been a 
teacher and an administrator in 
public schools and in a teachers’ 
college. Congressman Kearns, on 
this question of who should judge 
the fitness of our college teachers, 
will you come first? 


Congressman Kearns: 

Thank you, Mr. Back. I want 
to qualify the subject at hand this 
evening by stating that whoever 
is entrusted with the responsibility 
of selecting teachers for univer- 
sities and colleges and to ascer- 
tain as to their fitness certainly 
has a great responsibility, because 
they are selecting men and women 
who are to handle and deal with 
the greatest collateral in America, 
and that is the young people. And 
also I feel that once the choice is 
made, and a good choice is made, 
that a teacher is the best gilt- 
edged investment that any college 
or university can have. 


Mr. Back: Thank you very much, 
Mr. Kearns. Now let’s turn to 
Eugene J. McCarthy, the Congress- 
man from Minnesota, for his an- 
swer or his first estimate of the 
persons who are fitted to judge 
and decide the fitness of the col- 
lege teacher. 

Congressman McCarthy: 

Mr. Back, I think we all agree 
that the government does have 
some responsibility with regard to 
the moral and intellectual life of 
its citizens. But insofar as the 
spe¢ific question is applied to the 
problem which faces us today, it 
is my opinion that the determina- 
tion of the fitness of college teach- 
ers, and particularly those at the 
graduate level, should be left with 
the schoolmen, and should not be 
assumed by the Congress. 


Mr. Back: Thank you very much, 
Congressman McCarthy. Well, 
now we have had a statement in 
part on the question of the posi- 
tion that each of you take. Con- 
gressman Kearns, you have told us 
that you consider the student a 
great collateral, that you consider 
the teacher’s role a very important 
one; you have not said anything 
with respect to the government’s 


responsibility, if any. Would you 
care to comment on what Congress- 
man McCarthy has just said? 


Congressman Kearns: Yes, =] 
agree with Mr. McCarthy that the 
government has a great. respon- 
sibility for the welfare of all its 
citizens. However, I feel that 
that should be limited to the ex- 
tent where freedoms are concerned 
in our enterprise, education, and 
our community life, because the 
real life of government is in a 
community such as you have here 
at the home of Franklin-Marsha 
college. However, lots of times 
government is thrust into the pic- 
ture, Mr. Back, when people for- 
get the responsibility and thrust 
the responsibility over to govern- 
ment. 

In other words, it may be that 
many colleges throughout the land 
have been busy doing many other 
things and have forgotten some of 
their responsibilities and made it 
possible in some instances for 
communism to creep into the halls 
of the colleges, either in the class- 
room or in other ways, and then 
it might be possible that the gov- 
ernment will have to step in and 
correct those situations. 


Mr. Back: Congressman Kearns, 
are you saying that it might be 
possible or is it actually happen- 
ing? : 

Congressman Kearns: As you 
know, we haven’t had any report 
from the committee yet so far as 
the real test of their investigation 
is concerned and the findings. 

Mr. Back: Congressman Mc 
Carthy, what do you have to say 
to that? 

Congressman McCarthy: Gunnar 
of course it is true that we have 
not had any legislation recom 
mended to us, but I do not fee 
that in activities of this kind tha 
legislation necessarily is the mean 


through which this kind of con- 
trol that some of us fear may be 
exercised, but rather the control 
which would be indirect and in 
consequence of the investigation 
and of publicity which is given 
zo the unusual and the eccentric 
in colleges in somewhat the same 
way as the unusual and the eccen- 
tric in the Voice of America has 
been publicized. I am fearful of 
the effects of the investigation, 
whether it results in direct legis- 
lation, I do not think it will, or 
whether the effects are simply in- 
direct. 


Mr. Back: Well, Congressmen, 
I would like to turn the discussion 
in this direction. I want to know, 
first, what you consider makes up 
fitness in your opinion in the case 
of a college teacher. And then 
let’s turn to the question of wheth- 
er the judging should be done by 
the universities or whether it 
should be done as Congress seems 
to be doing it now. Can we define 
fitness to begin with, so that we 
know what we are working with, 
Congressman McCarthy? 


Congressman McCarthy: Well, 
I think, of course, one condition 
is that of competence in the field 
in which the man is studying or 
teaching, and the second, of course, 
is moral fitness, which depends 
principally upon the dedication of 
the particular teacher to truth and 
to imparting truth to his students. 
Now of course we can raise the 
question, as it has been raised, as 
to whether or not a communist is 
concerned with teaching truth. 
And I suppose we could say that 
4“ he is a true communist that 
lis teaching of the truth is really 
incidental, that he will use false- 
hood if it is convenient to his 
parposes. 

- Mr. Back: If you don’t mind, I 
ould like to turn to that ques- 
| #4 


tion of whether or not a com- 
munist can teach the truth. Con- 
gressman Kearns, do you agree 
that that is a good definition of 
fitness—that he be qualified to 
teach the subject, that he be a 
person who constantly, as a free 
man, is a seeker of the truth? 


Congressman Kearns: Well, 
Mr. Back, I think a lot of it de- 
pends on the concepts of the par- 
ticular university or college. Some 
colleges are noted through the 
country for having certain free- 
doms that others don’t enjoy. I 
am speaking now of academic free- 
doms. I am speaking of the free- 
dom that is permitted in the class- 
room, and we have some that just 
don’t go that far in their academic 
approach to freedoms. 


Now, IJ think the very great 
difficulty we're suffering in this 
country in our academic fields 
throughout the schools is the fact 
that some of us probably do not 
determine definitely enough or 
clearly enough the difference be- 
tween communism and _ socialism. 
And possibly many teachers may be 
condemned and may be thought of 
as having communistic trends when 
they are purely ultra-liberal in 
their thinking and probably in 
making approaches to certain sub- 
ject matter that would be within 


their own discretion, I would 
think, 
Mr. Back: Gentlemen, I want 


to ask you whether you think 
that in the past, or at least un- 
til this present decade, I want to 
ask you whether you feel that, in 
general, universities and colleges 
have been able to determine for 
themselves, or judge for them- 
selves, the competency of the col- 
lege professor and whether or not 
a new element has come in in 
which that right to determine the 
competency has been challenged? 


Congressman McCarthy: I think 
there is a new element, in that 
communism is in some respects 
different from any other false phil- 
osophy that we have had to deal 
with before. However, I do not 
think that it changes the basic ap- 
proach we should have to the 
problem. In other words, we 
have had certainly communist 
teaching in the colleges and uni- 
versities, or communists teaching 
at least, in the period of the 
thirties. I do not feel that Amer- 
ica is any weaker today because 
those people did teach, either with 
permission or with the knowledge 
of the heads of the colleges or 
the trustees or whoever made the 
decisions, than we would be had 
they been forbidden to teach and 
driven out of the universities. 

Understand, of course, I do not 
subscribe to permitting them to 
teach at the secondary level and 
perhaps in the undergraduate 
schools of the first year or two, be- 
cause at that level there is no 
question but what there is a great 
deal of indoctrination in any kind 
of teaching. But certainly I feel 
that we are in no danger in this 
country in permitting the teaching 
of communism, and perhaps I 
should say even in tolerating com- 
munist teachers at the graduate- 
school level. In a democracy, you 
have to take some risks, and I 
think that the risk of having some 
people influenced by erroneous 
teachings is one of those risks. 
We set against that the greater 
possibility of teaching them what 
the truth is and of leading them 
to accept the truth. 


Mr. Back: Congressman Kearns, 
I know that you are shaking your 
head on that. 


Congressman Kearns: Well, Mr. 
Back, I am definitely against com- 


munists teaching in any schools in 
America, either in the high schools 
or the colleges. Now I do feel 
definitely that the various “isms” 
should be taken up as classroom 
procedure and taught in our dif- 
ferent courses like political sci- 
ence in the colleges or in whatever 
course they prescribe them. 
However, it seems to me that 
it should be handled very deli- 
cately and the person teaching the 
young folks should have a great. 
knowledge of the demarcation be- 
tween them and be able to explain | 
them very clearly so that after 
they have all been explained that | 
boys and girls are going to know. 
the one great ism, and that is” 
Americanism. | 


Mr. Back: Thank you very much, 
Congressman. 


Congressman McCarthy: I might. 
make the point that I am not ad- | 
vocating the exclusive teaching of 
communism, but I think we have 
built up kind of a mistake of 
some kind that this is some kind 
of strange influence which takes 
people over against their will 
somehow. And that I think is a 
most dangerous attitude and the 
best way that I know of dispelling 
that is to have it stand up and 
take its stand against the truth. 


Mr. Back: Gentlemen, if you 
don’t mind, I think we have been 
wandering away from our title just. 
a bit and that is, “Who Should 
Judge the Fitness of the College 
Teacher To Teach?” Now I think 
we have arrived at a point in this 
discussion in which we said that 
it seemed that the government or 
Congressional inquiries were as- 
suming a role of judging through 
this inquiry. Where do we stand 
on that? Let me turn first to 
you, Congressman McCarthy. 


Congressman McCarthy: Well, I 
suppose we have already been de- 


ciding how they should be deter- 
mined as fit or not. 


Mr. Back: Has the Velde Com- 
mittee, has the Jenner Committee, 
have they a right to make the 
present inquiry and in so doing 
are they taking over a role of 
judging the fitness? Let’s put it 
that way. 

Congressman McCarthy: Well, 
you know it’s commonly said in 
Washington that Congress has the 
right to investigate anything. I 
don’t quite agree to that. I don’t 
think they have a right to investi- 
gate a man’s private family life, 
for example. So that I would like 
to say that I don’t think they have 
a right to investigate anything they 
want to investigate. As to whether 
or not they should investigate 
schools is another question, and it 


is my opinion that the condition’ 


in our universities and colleges 
is mot such as to justify the kind 
of investigation which is now in 
progress. 

Mr. Back: Congressman Kearns? 


Congressman Kearns: Well, I 
don’t think this investigation is 
anything new, Mr. Back, for this 
reason. This has been popping 
up ever since the 80th Congress. 
I remember back in ’48, ’49, there 
were definite signs that we had 
infiltration of communism in the 
colleges and the teachings there. 
And many members of Congress 
suggested that we have this in- 
vestigation to find out what’s go- 
ing on in the colleges. Now I 
think there is one mistake here 
aad that is the fact that you think 
fongress wants to investigate all 
the time. We don’t want to in- 
¥estigate; we would rather have 
@verything going fine rather than 
@ve to have investigations all the 
e. 

But when, as I said in the open- 
here, when responsibility is 


not accepted at home, in the com- 
munity, or in the college, and then 
we find that things are bad and 
that there’s a seed, a bad seed, 
throughout the country in the 
educating of the youth, then J think 
Congress comes in there and says, 
“Now wait a minute, we’d better 
look into this before we get into 
trouble.” It seems to me that this 
investigation now, with the posi- 
tion of known places where com- 
munism has infiltrated through 
colleges, this committee is doing 
a good job and they should stay 
right on it until they find out and 
go right to the bottom of it. 


Mr. Back: Mr. McCarthy. 


Mr. McCarthy: Well, I think 
that is a difference of opinion 
between us. Certainly, if the facts 
are as Mr. Kearns states that he 
believes them to be, we could still 
object to the methods which are 
being used in this investigation. 
I think there is a pretty good 
Biblical text, although I hate to 
bring the Bible in on my side in 
advocating what I am advocating. 
But as I recall, if you have some- 
thing against your brother you 
should talk to him in private and 
then with one or two brothers, 
and if that doesn’t work tell it 
to the assembly. But the present 
investigation starts with the as- 
sembly and then works down to 
the individuals, and I would 
rather have the procedure go in 
the opposite direction. 


Mr. Back: Do you want to com- 
ment on that, Congressman Kearns? 


Congressman Kearns: Yes, [ 
would think that any college presi- 
dent or any trustees throughout 
this country, if they knew that 
they had a communist teaching in 
their college, would probably do 
like Mr. McCarthy said, maybe 
call him in and talk to him and 
find out whether it was true, 


whether it was rumor, or whether 
it was factual, and I think that if 
they knew he was a communist 
they would discharge him. 

But we have had situations come 
right up before this committee that 
is now sitting in Washington where 
a college teacher has refused to 
answer the committee when they 
asked him outright whether he 
was a communist or not. He re- 
fused to answer the question. It 
seems to me that any man who 
wants to teach in any great Ameri- 
can college in this country should 
be able to say what he is, and 
not have any shame about it. 
(Applause) 

Congressman McCarthy: Well, 
I don’t want to dispute that posi- 
tion. I think the differences be- 
tween us are clear. I think we 
ought to keep in mind the position 
taken by Mr. Dooley on the man- 
ner in which Americans clean 
house. He said when Americans 
set out to clean house, why, they 
take up the carpets and beat them 
to pieces, tear up the floor and 
throw in chloride of lime, and 
proceed in that manner; whereas 
other countries, at least the Eng- 
lish, he said, are rather careful 
about cleaning up. It all depends, 
he said, on how long you want 
the house to last. I think that 
that’s probably a pretty good rule. 
(Applause ) 


Mr. Back: Well, just one final 
question from me if you don’t 
mind. What, Congressman Kearns, 
is your assessment of what the 
committees have done so far and 
to what degree have those profes- 
sors who have gone back to col- 
leges discovered that somebody 
has decided their fitness to con- 
tinue as teachers? 


Congressman Kearns: Well, I 
think that is a matter of record. 
We had one here in Pennsylvania 


this last week who went back and 
was immediately dismissed, as I 
recall. I understand in some in- 
stances they have sent them back 
to the colleges and asked the fac- 
ulty themselves to ascertain wheth- 
er or not they should remain on | 
the faculty. That’s a pretty hard 
spot for the faculty to be in. But 
along that subject, if I may just 
mention this, you know we have 
a lot of problems that are not 
like they used to be. 

In the old days, the president 
was the academic head of the col- 
lege; he was there all the time; 
he was looking into every detail 
of the curriculum and how it was 
taught; he was the father of all 
the student body. What is he to- 
day? Half the presidents of col- 
leges throughout this country have | 
to run all over the country try- | 
ing to raise money for the schools. | 
They don’t stay home and look 
after the academic needs of that 
university. That’s one of our 
great problems—we’'re getting ab- 
sentee presidentships in colleges 
today. 


Mr. Back: Thank you very much, — 
Congressman Kearns. Now, Con- 
gressman McCarthy, do you want 
to make a comment on either that 
or on my original question? 


Congressman McCarthy: Well, 
would you give me the specific 
question ? | 


Mr. Back: I was wondering 
what your assessment would be of 
the work of the Jenner and Velde 
committees so far. To what de- 
gree have they uncovered a plot 
and what has happened to the 
people who have been before the 
committees when they go back? 
To what degree have the Congres- 


sional committees decided their 
fitness to continue as teachers? 
Congressman McCarthy: Mr. 


Back, I don’t think they have ac- 


complished any great amount of 
good or any great amount of harm 
up to this point. I think the danger 
is in the potential harm that may 
result from this kind of investiga- 
tion. It is my feeling that our edu- 
cational institutions are not in such 
a condition as to need a Congres- 
sional investigation, and for that 
teason, I should very much like to 
have the Un-American Activities 
Committee concentrate its interest 
in some other field. 


Mr. Back: Thank you very much, 
Congressman McCarthy. Each week 
on Town Meeting we ask our 
speakers to discuss a question sent 
in by a listener. We feel that in 
this way all our listeners have an 
Opportunity to participate directly 
in Town Meeting. Tonight the 
question chosen as most appro- 
priate by our program staff comes 
from Mr. and Mrs. Willard C. 
Miller, 141 Garfield Street, Johns- 
town, Pennsylvania. Mr. and Mrs. 
Miller’s question is: ‘Since doctors, 
lawyers, and the clergy qualify and 
disqualify persons to practice in 
their professions, why should not a 
teacher organization judge the fit- 
ness of teachers?” Will you take 
that first, Congressman Kearns? 

Congressman Kearns: Well, that 
has a lot of ramifications to it. If 
they mean that we have to have 
unions in teachers’ organizations to 
decide what teachers will do, why 
then I am against that, because I 
don’t believe in unions in the 
teaching profession. I am a teacher 
myself and I look at it as a high 
wrofession and I don’t want to be 
ia any way governed by any type 
@ union operation. I would feel 
that maybe we are better off just 
the way we are, not to meddle 
with it. 

"Mr. Back: All right. Thank you, 
Congressman Kearns. Congressman 


OSS 


PMS, 


McCarthy, what is your answer to 
that question? 

Congressman McCarthy: Mr. 
Back, there are certain basic differ- 
ences between the teaching profes- 
sion and the other professions that 
you have named. The field of law 
is a definitely limited field and so is 
that of medicine. So the profession 
is therefore better able to judge 
and to handle its own people. I do 
not think that you could have any 
clear decision if you have the 
teachers really handle their own 
profession, because teaching is, I 
suppose, somewhat like economics. 
They say every man has the right 
to express his opinion on econom- 
ics, because everybody has eco- 
nomic problems. 

Everybody has teaching prob- 
lems, and everyone is concerned 
about what the teacher does teach, 
so you are never going to have a 
very clear line. But I do think that 
we in the United States should 
keep in mind that when the uni- 
versities were first established, in 
an age different from ours, that 
they were set aside from ordinary 
civil procedures and even from 
church procedures. They were 
given charters of their own; they 
were given a certain measure of 
autonomy. 

We have preserved that to a cer- 
tain extent in this country in some 
of the charters of the universities, 
but we’re inclined to lose sight of 
that fact and to say that these are 
institutions like any other insti- 
tution, directly subject to civil au- 
thority or to any other authority 
that might want to interfere. We 
have many guarantees in our con- 
stitution, guarantees of personal 
rights, but we have very few guar- 
antees of institutional rights. I sup- 
pose I could say that there is some- 
thing to be said for an established 


church and for an established uni- 
versity or school system and for 
the family. 

Mr. Back: Well, thank you. The 
time of the gentleman from Min- 
nesota has expired. And now I 
want to turn to our audience here 
in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. I know 


that there are many people here 
waiting to ask questions who don’t 
feel, Congressmen, that you have 
been down to the bottom of the 
barrel yet, and so let’s turn to the 
first questioner who is going to | 
ask a question of Congressman 
McCarthy, I believe. 


QUESTFONS, PLEASE 


Questioner: Congressman Mc- 
‘Carthy, don’t you think any teacher 
who is a communist would have 
difficulty in presenting any sub- 
ject objectively without reflecting 
his own point of view? 

Congressman McCarthy: Yes, I 
think so. But I don’t think that 
that necessarily means that he 
should be excluded from a_ uni- 
versity, in which the matter of 
what is the truth is expected to 
prevail. As I said, I do think it is 
grounds certainly for excluding 
him froma secondary school where 
indoctrination is a real danger. 

Mr. Back: Thank you very much, 
Congressman. Do you care to com- 
ment on that, Congressman Kearns? 


Congressman Kearns: Well, I 
think that the views of communists 
teaching in the colleges would al- 
ways be slanted and I think they 
would be labeled once and for all 
to stay that way. 


Congressman McCarthy: Could I 
add one note? I think it is the 
responsibility of the people in 
charge of the university of course 
to see to it that their people do 
receive information from other 
sources. I would not like to see an 
ethics course in the undergraduate 
level taught only by a communist. 
I am assuming that you have a true 
university and that these questions 
ate discussed fully. 


* 


Questioner; Congressman Kearns, 
would it not be better for the uni- 
versities to investigate themselves 
at the request of Congress and 
then to report to Congress? 


Congressman Kearns: YU buy | 
that. That’s good. If they'll do it. — 


Questioner: Congressman Mce- | 
Carthy, why should not the stu- 
dents have a large share in the 
judging of the fitness of their own 
professors? (Applause) 


Congressman McCarthy: Well, I 
have really never been a strong 
advocate of student government. 
I do think at the graduate level 
that probably the students are a 
little bit too submissive, but it’s 
really the old question of being 
judged by a jury of your peers. 
And I am inclined to think that 
in education that the judgment 
should rather come down than to 
come up from the bottom. (Ap- 
plause) 

Mr. Back: All right. Was that a 


satisfactory reply, Congressman 
Kearns? 


Congressman Kearns: Well, I 
think the students are very good 
judges of their teachers, and I 
think they are the ones to know 
that when learning is taking place 
that that professor is doing a job 
for them that is going to help pre- 
pare them for life, and they judge 


well. Don’t sell these young folks 
short. 

Congressman McCarthy: Well, 
Gunnar, I’d like to add the note 
that when I first ran for Congress 
I continued teaching and I had to 
give out semester grades after I 
was elected to many students who 
worked hard in my campaign. 

Mr. Back: Well, ’'m glad that 
no one asked me what I thought 
of my teachers at various times 
when I was in college. Here comes 
a question now for Congressman 
Kearns. 

Questioner: Sir, you said a 
teacher should seek and teach the 
truth, but you say on the other 
hand he should weight the truth to 
Americanism. If truth is taught as 
any “ism,” isn’t it then propaganda 
tather than truth? (Applause) 

Congressman Kearns: Vl still 
stand with my original analysis 
of it. 

Mr. Back: Is that going to satis- 
fy you after that very difficult 
question? 

Questioner: You would say then 
the task of American colleges is to 
propagandize? 

Congressman Kearns: 
task is? 

Questioner;: Yes. 


That the 


Mr. Back: Congressman, these 
are young students here. 
Congressman Kearns: No, No, 


‘No. It’s like teaching American 
history. If I were teaching Amer- 
ican history, I would feel that I 
was a failure as a teacher if every 
istadent didn’t go out of my class 
aed say that they loved American 
‘History. If I couldn’t define the 
ims to you and make American- 
ism stand out, then I would be a 
f#lure as a teacher. 
Questioner: Then you're not 
aching truth; you are propagan- 
zing. (Applause) 


Way 


Mr. Back: Congressman, don’t 
get worried because he’s young 
and has been working hard. 


Questioner; Congressman Mc- 
Carthy, in what ways can the gov- 
ernment or anyone judge the fit- 
ness of college professors without 
infringing on their personal life? 


Congressman McCarthy: Well, 
certainly you would infringe upon 
their personal lives, but we do that 
in passing any kind of judicial 
judgment on another person. I’m 
sure you don’t mean to advocate 
that we can have no interference 
with personal life of any citizen 
in the United States. 


Questioner: Well, you had said 
formerly that you tried not to pry 
into their personal lives. 


Congressman McCarthy: No, I 
said that I thought there is a re- 
sponsibility on the part of school- 
men to investigate. I suppose now 
if you mean by their personal lives 
certain elements of their personal 
lives which have no relationship 
to their being good teachers. I’m 
afraid that I don’t have the ques- 
tion clear enough to give a very 
specific answer. 

Mr. Back: Do you want to elab- 
orate on that question to make it 
clear? 

Questioner: Well, I mean like 
our formal relations with any po- 
litical parties other than those 
affiliated with the United States, 
such as the Communist party. How 
can you determine without infring- 
ing on what they have done for- 
merly ? 

Congressman McCarthy: Well, 
your personal life is something you 
carry with you. Because it’s per- 
sonal, it doesn’t excuse you from 
censorship and from some kind of 
punitive action by society. It’s a 
general question; I’m giving you 
a general answer. 


Mr. Back: You make it more 
specific if you want to and he will 
give you a specific answer, he says. 


Questioner: That’s all right. 


Questioner: Congressman Kearns, 
what would be your comment on 
this distinction? The academic fit- 
ness of a professor should be 
judged by schoolmen; whether or 
not he may be guilty of treason 
should be investigated by the FBI 
and judged by the courts and not 
by legislators who may have politi- 
cal aspirations? (Applause) 


Congressman Kearns: 1 would 
like to say for my colleagues in 
the educational profession that I 
think they can judge very well, as 
I have mentioned here before. I 
think this program we have is not 
to take anything away from the 
courts like you suggested, that the 
trial would be there to pass final 
judgment. But probably Congress 
is just trying to expedite this mat- 
ter so as to call attention to the 
colleges to get busy themselves and 
hurry up about it. I agree with you 
that the schoolmen can judge the 
quality, and after that I think it’s 
fine to take it to the court and as 
you say let that be the final judge. 
I have no grief with you there at 
all. 


Questioner; Wouldn't you say, 
however, that the method that is 
being used by the current Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities 
is stirring up a great deal of 
trouble that is unnecessary? 

Congressman Kearns: I would 
like to tell the gentleman that it is 
awfully hard away from Washing- 
ton to judge how a committee acts. 
If you were sitting there during 
the hearings you might have a dif- 
ferent interpretation of what they 
are trying to do. It is a difficult 
thing. It’s a delicate subject, as you 
know, and the members are trying 
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to handle it as diplomatically as 
they can. I really feel that. 


Congressman McCarthy: Well, 1 
would like to get on record here 
as subscribing to the statement 
which has been read by the mem- 
ber of the audience. I just don’t 
want some of my remarks coming 
back to me in the next campaign 


without some qualification and ~ 


clear statement and that statement 
I think is very good. 


Questioner: Mr. McCarthy, how 
is one to judge whether or not a 
professor’s political beliefs are be- 
ing used to exert a destructive in- 
fluence upon his class? 


Congressman McCarthy: Well, I 
suppose if you were judging a com- 
munist, you would have to deter- 
mine whether or not he was con- 
vincing his students to become 
communists. It’s a difficult prob- 
lem. You would probably have to 
have someone monitor the class to 
see what he was teaching in the 
first place, because I have often 


been surprised to read examina- | 


tion papers written by students in 


my class to learn what I’ve been | 


teaching. (Laughter) But that 
would be the only procedure. You 
would have to just make a case 
study of it. 


Questioner: Well, don’t you 
think that a professor has a right 


to express his own beliefs if he - 
doesn’t use them in a destructive ~ 


way, if he uses them objectively? 
Congressman McCarthy: Well, I 


think so, but we have to realize — 


that if you had a professor of med- 
icine who is teaching people that 
iodine is good for indigestion that 
you would probably call a halt. 
I mean it’s like shouting fire in a 
crowded hall. There’s a limit to 
academic freedom. We have to 
avoid the danger of defending aca- 
demic freedom on the grounds of 


some kind of intellectual_ plural- 
ism—that some things can be true 
and false at the same time. I think 
that we've got to be on guard 
against falling into that kind of 
ridiculous position. 


Congressman Kearns: I'd like to 
comment on that. I’d say it would 
be all right for the professor to 
teach that maybe, or express his 
views, if he would tell you, ‘‘don’t 
do as I say, though.” 

Questioner: If the Velde Com- 
mittee should unearth the com- 
munist conspiracy im our univer- 
sities, what type of legislation do 
you think would eliminate it? 

Congressman Kearns: 1 don’t 
think there will be any legislation 
to it. I think you’ll take it right 
back to the colleges, and they'll 
do the job themselves. I think it’s 
really calling the attention to the 
people of what is going on, and 
alerting the people. It’s a good 
question, though. 

Mr. Back; Congressman, may I 
add a question to that question? 
I’ve heard you say tonight that you 
think the Velde Committee and the 
Jenner Committee serve the pur- 
pose of calling to the attention of 
the colleges a problem they have. 
Do you have any idea when the 
Velde Committee and the Jenner 
Committee will stop and say, “We 
have now called to the attention of 
the colleges their problem, let them 
take it from there?” 

Congressman Kearns: Well, 
that’s not a fair question. I’m not 
a member of the committee. As in- 
vestigations go, I think they quit 
hike they start. You don’t know 
gaything about an investigation, 
god then all at once you have an 
gavestigation. Then it stops all at 
Wace. I don’t think they will go 
to far with it. 


“_ Mr. Back: What do you think, 
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Congressman McCarthy: Well, 
Tll tell you. We appropriated 
$300,000 the other day for the 
committee, and I am inclined to 
believe that they'll probably in- 
vestigate till they run out of 
money. (Applause) 


Questioner: Congressman Kearns. 
My question was almost answered 
a while ago. Has anyone really 
tried to use the old-fashioned 
policy of relying on the integrity 
of the college’s managing trustees 
for the moral standing of profes- 
sors? 


Congressman Kearns; Yes, I 
think we did cover that. I'll go 
back to the trustees and the presi- 
dent any day. They can handle it— 
if they will do the job. Watch it. 

Questioner: Congressman Mc- 
Carthy, why should teachers specifi- 
cally be singled out to sign Joyal- 
ty oaths? Isn’t this a slur on a 
specific social group? 

Congressman McCarthy: Well, of 
course the labor movement has had 
to; the officers in the labor move- 
ment have had to sign loyalty 
oaths; and of course every govern- 
ment employee has to take an oath 
of loyalty. It’s not the negative 
sort of thing that is forced upon 
the labor union officers, but it is 
a positive loyalty oath to the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, so 
that they really have not been 
singled out. 

Questioner: Is it not true that in 
those areas, however, there was 
more reason for this than there 
was in the teaching profession, 
more evidence of something that 
had gotten in than in the teaching 
profession? 

Congressman McCarthy: Vd say 
there may have been more evidence 
of more communists in the move- 
ment but if you consider the ques- 
tion of the influence, the possible 


influence, in the two fields of labor 
and that of education, you can 
make a qualitative argument as 
well as you could make a quantita- 
tive argument in the other case. I 
personally do not feel that the 
loyalty oath, the negative oath that 
is now required of teachers in 
some schools and that which is re- 
quired of the officers of labor 
movements, is a good thing. I 
would like to, if we need an oath, 
have them take a positive oath of 
allegiance to the United States. 


Congressman Kearns: 1 believe 
in the oath. Any teacher that has 
the privilege of teaching young 
folks should be only too happy to 
take the oath and re-emphasize it 
again and again. 

Questioner; Congressman Kearns, 
do you think Congressional in- 
vestigations will rout enough com- 
munists out of the schools to war- 
rant the resultant suppression of 
freedom of expression and discus- 
sion in the classrooms ? 


Congressman Kearns: No, 1 think 
that the investigation is alerting 
the people that there might be 
something not so good. going on, 
and I think the colleges are defin- 
itely going to clean their own 
houses if they have any problem 
there, and personally I don’t feel 
that freedom of speech or freedom 
of class procedure is going to be 
harmed very much at all. 


Questioner: You mean you think 
the professors will not be affected 
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in their classwork in the way they 
talk and the freedom. . 

Congressman Kearns: 1 would 
say right today probably some of 
them that were talking a little 
fancy two weeks ago aren’t talking 
so fancy right now. 

Mr. Back: Thank you, Congress- 
man. Would you comment on that, 
or do you want to, Mr. McCarthy? 

Congressman McCarthy: J think | 
I’ve probably given a reasonable 
answer to that. 

Questioner: What course do you 
think Congress should take when 
the university differs with the 
committee and permits a communist 
to teach? 

Congressman Kearns; As a chair- 
man I would buy him a one way 
ticket back to the college and let 
the college take care of him. 

Mr. Back; That’s a good enough 
answer I think, and with that I am 
afraid we will have to conclude 
our questioning from the auditor- — 
ium here in Lancaster, Pennsyl- 
vania. Thank you, Congressman Mc- ~ 
Carthy and Kearns, for your very 
interesting discussion of tonight’s 
topic. We want to express our ap- 
preciation also to Frederick Bach- 
man, Richard Clewell, Ted Cope- 
land and Max Hannum of the 
Diagnothian Literary Society and 
Franklin and Marshall College and 
thanks also to Frank Altdoerffer | 
and his associates at Station — 
WLAN, the ABC affiliate for Lan- 
caster. 
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Background Questions 


What are the characteristics of a “competent” and “fit” college 
teacher? 


a. Is aptitude in the academic field taught the primary requisite 
of a competent teacher? 


b. Are there any particular characteristics of personality and outlook 
always found in a competent teacher? 


c. Should political and social views and/or non-professional asso- 
ciations condition the right to teach? Are these criteria of pro- 
fessional fitness ? 


. Is the present concern with the academic community motivated 


primarily or solely by a fear of Communist influence? 


a. Sen. Taft recently stated his opposition to dismissing a profes- 
sor simply for being a Communist, unless he was teaching or 
influencing a student’s thought toward communism. Do: you 
agree? 


b. Or, is membership in the Communist Party prima facie evidence 
of a teacher’s incompetence? 


c. Are there others, besides Communists, whose associations are 
either alien to American democracy or whose intellectual free- 
dom is limited by political dogma? 


Who should have final authority over a university’s hiring, firing 
and promotion policies? 


a. Should these decisions rest primarily with the university president 
and other administrative officers? 


b. What part should the trustees play in the selection of teach- 
ing staff? Should they exercise a veto power or should they 
actively participate in screening applicants? 


c. Should the teaching staff of the moment participate in the selec- 
tion of its colleagues? 


d. What are the legitimate interests of the alumni and parents in 
hiring and firing procedures? 


e. Should the general public be represented in decisions affecting 
university personnel ? 


Who should have final authority as to what courses are taught, 
what books are used, and what ideas are expressed? 


Should trustees and college administrators investigate the loyalty 
of faculty members? Or is this a job for the FBI? 


Is the executive branch of the federal government capable of ferret- 
ing out subversives on the campus? 


Are current Congressional investigations into subversive activities 

on the campus necessary? 

a. Many educators claim that Congressional committees are exag- 
gerating the danger. Do you agree? 
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b. Do these investigations endanger the independence of our col- 
leges? 


c. Do they indicate a distrust of the executive branch of govern- 


ment? ts 
d. Do they display a lack of faith in college trustees, administra- 
tors, faculties and students? 


e. Congressman Velde has stated that colleges and universities 
should welcome investigations of alleged subversion in their 
midst. Do you agree? 


f. Former president of Harvard, Conant, has stated that the damage 
done by such probes far outweighs the good accomplished. Do 
you agree? 


g. Have Congressional committees taken the necessary precaution 
to distinguish between the liberal, non-conformist and the in- 
dividual who gives his allegiance to another country? 


What action, if any, should a university take, if a faculty member 
refuses to answer questions about past or present Communist 
Party membership on the grounds of possible self-incrimination? 
What is meant by academic freedom? 


a. Does it represent a scholar’s freedom to pursue truth wherever 
it leads? 


b. Does it preclude efforts to destroy itself? 

c. Does it impose the responsibility to engage in positive and 
constructive .action to insure the survival of free institutions? 

How much freedom for the individual teacher is implied in the 
expression, academic freedom? 


a. Should a teacher be permitted to take a stand on controversial 
issues? 


b. Should he be permitted to disagree publicly with conventional 
views ? 


c. Is it his business to inculcate certain widely-accepted attitudes 
about life and society? 


What are the basic differences between instruction, investigation 
and indoctrination? 


Is academic freedom important to our national security and survival ? 
Has there been an increasing tendency to curb academic freedom? 


Can democratic principles be taught in an atmosphere which does 
not allow free discussion and honest criticism? 


Is our democracy strong enough to survive even foolish and vicious 
dissent ? 


How can the American academic community reconcile “the essen- 
tial tradition of dissent with the need for national unity in the 
face of danger”? 
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